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As a Chinese classical literature masterpiece, the novel ‘Dream of Red 
Mansions’ is an enduring literature since the advent of it, art forms and adaptation 
history based on the historical theme of the novel enable long standing. Various 
works of art such as painting, building, dance, traditional opera are presented, 
especially film and television works are brought with a spectacular volume. After 
entering an image era which takes the visual sense as a dominant form of social 
reality, the industrialization trend of the classical works is overwhelming, therefore 
the film and television adaptations of ‘Dream of Red Mansions’ are taken as a 
subject which is worthy of further study. 
Throughout various film and television adaptations of ‘Dream of Red 
Mansions’, the television play series ‘Dream of Red Mansions’ of the 1987 version 
directed by the directress Wang Fulin, and the television play series ‘Dream of Red 
Mansions’ of the 2010 version directed by the directress Li Shaohong are 
undoubtedly prominent. The two adaptations of ‘Dream of Red Mansions’ 
interpreted within twenty years are the leaders of the same period works for 
reflecting socio-cultural context at that time. The excellent quality of the television 
play series ‘Dream of Red Mansions’ of 1987 version has model significance on film 
and television adaptation, the personalized interpretation of the television play series 
‘Dream of Red Mansions’ of 2010 version draws the thinking on cultural character 
of film and television products of famous works under the commercial environment. 
This thesis takes the two typical adaptation works of ‘Dream of Red Mansions’ as 
objects of the study, is capable of performing a comprehensively and systematically 
analysis, and brings the opinions aiming at film and television adaptations of famous 
works, 
















and a conclusion. 
The first part of the thesis is the introduction. This thesis sorts out the film and 
television comments of two adaptations of ‘Dream of Red Mansions’, briefly 
introduces the content of this thesis, and also describes the significance of this study. 
The second part and the third part of the thesis are the main body, this thesis 
gives a detailed analysis on the creation environment, narrative content, performing 
style of the adaptations of ‘Dream of Red Mansions’ of 1987 version and 2010 
version, and interprets the derivation of various features. 
The fourth part of the thesis is a conclusion. After contrasting two television 
play series ‘Dream of Red Mansions’, this thesis presents their advantages and 
disadvantages respectively, discusses the principle of  famous work  adaptation, and 
brings the opinions aiming at the problems existed in the  famous work  adaptation. 
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